
BTEC Creative Digital Media Production preparation reading, 
viewing, guidance and induction task 

In preparation for your studies, you should familiarise yourself with media terminology 
and production processes. The course combines both written and practical application 
of learning for both film opening and magazine unit, along with exam assessment of 
knowledge. The following resources will help offer an early starting point for the course. 

YouTube explanation of basic camera shots: 
• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AyML8xuKfoc&t=3s

Create a glossary of the key media terminology listed below. Write you own 
easy to understand definition for each word: 
1. Denotation / Connotation
2. (Codes and) Conventions
3. Representation / Stereotype
4. Genre
5. Mise-en-scene
6. Anchorage
7. Polysemic
8. Ideology
9. Intertextuality
10. Mode of address

https://resources.eduqas.co.uk/Pages/ResourceSingle.aspx?rIid=1095

Film making ‘Pre-production process’ overview and explanation: 
• https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLNYtlV3FgUq6ku_c-

OL0Nj0TIGn1h2cTw
• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tuP3aBmSdU8
• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NHjtHK9mTe8

After viewing one or more of these links, write a summary paragraph that explains why 
you think the different pre-production stages are important to the creation and overall 
success of a film.  

Practical Task – film opening 
Watch some film openings from a specific genre and make notes on what elements are 
included (this could be characters, camera shots, graphics, narrative/story 
introduction).  
Plan and then storyboard/visualise your own 2 minute film opening idea.  

Induction task – Textual analysis 
“Write an analysis of how gender is represented on a film poster of your choice” 
Consider specific example from the cover and identify why this representation has been 
used, referring to genre, audience, and purpose. (400-600 words - Try to use key 
terminology in your response)  

If you have questions or require further resources, please contact Yvonne Tebay 
by email: Yvonne.Tebay@ke6n.ac.uk  
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